Until within the last fifteen years, most of the practitioners of dentistry, claimed only for it a position among the mechanical arts, and rested contented in the reputation of being good mechanics, and a proof of this was found in being a patentee.
The dark clouds which had so long obscured the dawn of dental science, have been partially dissipated by the rays of a more benignant planet, and now gives a foreshadowing of a glorious and brilliant future. A determination has been exhibited by many of our best and most scientific dentists, to elevate the standard of professional excellence, and to substantiate dentistry to be ranked as an important branch of the highest and holiest of sciences : the science of medicine.
Much has been done, and medical men generally recognize dentistry as a liberal profession. To show that this is well grounded, I will quote a few lines from "The American Journal of the Medical Sciences," April, 1851, which is as high medical authority as any in the world.
"American dentistry is doing every thing which the severest criticism can require, to establish its claims to the rank of a distinct specialty of medicine. The number and value of its vol ii.?34 [April, periodicals : the rapid succession of new standard works ; and the regular and steady increase of its collegiate foundations, challenge for our brethren in this department of the healing art, the highest admiration and praise."
To merit this, should be the aim of the dental profession, and to do it, we must cut off all compromise with quackery in any of its protean forms.
Medical ethics condemn nothing more surely, than patenting any thing connected with the practice of medicine, and this example has been followed by the American Society of Dental Surgeons. At the meeting held in 1847, "C. C. Allen offered the following preamble and resolution :
" Whereas, one of the objects of this society is to diffuse a knowledge of correct practice in surgical and mechanical dentistry among all practicing dentists, and to give all its members the benefits of all improvements in the science, thereby elevating it to the rank of a liberal profession guishing feature is, that pecuniary gain is not its principal object. Liberality is a necessary attendant on great scientific discovery, and so freely has such knowledge been disseminated, that he who now attempts to secure to himself alone the benefits of such discovery, cuts the silver cord which bound him to the truly scientific and honorable, and exposes his own cupidity and mendacious pretension. In no other phase, are the attributes of quackery more definitely traced ; and here the inordinate selfishness of the quack stands out in bold relief; no high ambition glows in his breast, warming the ideal of his future into a hope of mental and moral greatness ; on the altar of mammon, of all claim to professional regard.
The profession of medicine, and even our own, young as it is, shows the history of quackery in the lives of men notorious, and frequently from this charlatanism, who have passed from their field of action, "unwept, unhonored and unsung," leaving a memorial behind, an abhorrent recollection. In ninety-nine cases in one hundred, patents are secured, not for the profit that will accrue from the sale of the article patented, but for the purpose of creating an impression with the public to be felt in the office practice. It is a popular belief, that the commissioner of patents, with his assistants, is qualified to judge of an improvement in each and every department of knowledge. In the library of the patent office, are a great many books relating to those branches of art, in which patents are usually taken, but not half a dozen on dentistry proper.
The applications for patents for articles which the corps can judge, are so numerous, that the examiners are scarcely able to give them a thorough examination, and for every application for an improvement in dentistry, unless the claim is so glaringly false as not to deceive any man, taken at random from the crowd, the patent is granted. 
